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Maximilien was the eldest of four children, and when, on the
death of his mother in 1767, his father left Arras to wander
about Europe till his own death in 1769, the childien were
adopted by their maternal grandfather and aunts.    Maximilien
de Robespierre, as the family name was then styled, was sent
for his early education to the college at Arras, and showed
such promise there, that, in 1770, Mgr. de Conzie, Bishop of
Arras, gave him a bursarship or scholarship  at the famous
college of Louis-le-Grand  at Paris.    There  he  very greatly
distinguished himself, and became a favourite pupil, and, in
consideration of his brilliant career, his bursarship, when his
own  education  was  completed,  was  given  to  his  younger
brother, Augtistin Bon Joseph de Robespierre.   Maximilien had
then to choose a profession, and naturally selected that of his
father and grandfather, and after studying law at the Uni-
versity of Paris, he was admitted an avocat at Arras in 1781,
and  received a   gratuity  of   six  hundred   livres from   the
authorities of his college as a reward for his industry.    He
was at first so poor that he could not hire an office, and had to
establish himself in a room in his uncle's house; but the news
of his brilliant career at school and college had preceded him
to Anas, and in  March, 1782, his  former patron,  Mgr. de
Conzie, in order to show his appreciation of the ability and
industry of his protege, appointed him criminal judge of the
diocese of Arras.    This office he soon resigned, rather than
pronounce a sentence of death; but in the following year ho
established his local reputation by his famous argument on
the legality of lightning conductors, which had just been in-
vented by Franklin.    This argument, which he published in
1788 under the title of Plaidoyer pour le Sieur Vissery, re-
ceived a great deal of attention all over Europe, and was
favourably noticed in the Journal des Savants for March, 1784.
Its success brought him a good practice at the bar, and he was
able to indulge in the pleasures of society, and was elected a
member both of the Academy of Arras and of the little society
of the Rosati in that city, which included all the wits and
beaux esprits of the provincial capital, and used to meet every
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